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   Jeremiah 1:  4-10 
A reading from the book of Jeremiah 

The word of the LORD came to me: 

Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated 

you, a prophet to the nations I appointed you.  “Ah, Lord GOD!” I said, “I do not 

know how to speak. I am too young!” 

But the LORD answered me, Do not say, “I am too young.” To whomever I send 

you, you shall go; whatever I command you, you shall speak.  Do not be afraid of 

them, 

I am with you to deliver you—oracle of the LORD. Then the LORD extended his 

hand and touched my mouth, saying to me, “See, I place my words in your mouth! 

Today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to uproot and to tear down, 

to destroy and to demolish, to build and to plant.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

 
       Judith 13: 18-20 

A reading from the book of Judith 

Then Uzziah said to her, “Blessed are you, daughter, by the Most High God, above 

all the women on earth; and blessed be the Lord God, the creator of heaven and 

earth, who guided your blow at the head of the leader of our enemies.  Your deed 

of hope will never be forgotten by those who recall the might of God.  May God 

make this redound to your everlasting honor, rewarding you with blessings, 

because you risked your life when our people were being oppressed, and you 

averted our disaster, walking in the straight path before our God.”  And all the 

people answered, “Amen! Amen!”  

The Word of the Lord. 

 
           Ecclesiastes 11: 7-9 and 12: 1-2 

A reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes: 

Light is sweet! and it is pleasant for the eyes to see the sun.  However, many years 

mortals may live, let them, as they enjoy them all, remember that the days of 

darkness will be many. All that is to come is vanity.  

Rejoice, O youth, while you are young and let your heart be glad in the days of 

your youth.  Follow the ways of your heart, the vision of your eyes; Yet understand 

regarding all this that God will bring you to judgment. 

Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and 

the years approach of which you will say, “I have no pleasure in them”; Before the 

sun is darkened and the light and the moon and the stars and the clouds return after 

the rain. 

The Word of the Lord. 
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              Samuel 3: 1-10, 19 

A Reading from the Book first book of Samuel 

 During the time young Samuel was minister to the LORD under Eli, the word of 

the LORD was scarce and vision infrequent. One day Eli was asleep in his usual 

place. His eyes had lately grown so weak that he could not see.  The lamp of God 

was not yet extinguished, and Samuel was sleeping in the temple of the LORD 

where the ark of God was.  The LORD called to Samuel, who answered, “Here I 

am.”  He ran to Eli and said, “Here I am. You called me.” “I did not call you,” Eli 

answered. “Go back to sleep.” So he went back to sleep. 

Again the LORD called Samuel, who rose and went to Eli. “Here I am,” he said. 

“You called me.” But he answered, “I did not call you, my son. Go back to sleep.”  

Samuel did not yet recognize the LORD, since the word of the LORD had not yet 

been revealed to him. The LORD called Samuel again, for the third time. Getting 

up and going to Eli, he said, “Here I am. You called me.” Then Eli understood that 

the LORD was calling the youth. So he said to Samuel, “Go to sleep, and if you are 

called, reply, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” When Samuel went to 

sleep in his place, the LORD came and stood there, calling out as before: Samuel, 

Samuel! Samuel answered, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  

Samuel grew up, and the LORD was with him, not permitting any word of his to 

go unfulfilled.  

The Word of the Lord. 

 
          Isaiah 7: 10-14 

A reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah: 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz: Ask for a sign from the LORD, your God; let it 

be deep as Sheol, or high as the sky! But Ahaz answered, “I will not ask! I will not 

tempt the LORD!”  Then he said: Listen, house of David! Is it not enough that you 

weary human beings? Must you also weary my God? 

Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign; the young woman, pregnant and 

about to bear a son, shall name him Emmanuel. 

The Word of the Lord. 
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            Isaiah 43: 1-7 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

But now, thus says the LORD, who created you, Jacob, and formed you, Israel:  

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name: you are mine.  

When you pass through waters, I will be with you; through rivers, you shall not be 

swept away.  When you walk through fire, you shall not be burned, nor will flames 

consume you. 

For I, the LORD, am your God, the Holy One of Israel, your savior.  I give Egypt 

as ransom for you, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.  Because you are 

precious in my eyes and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you 

and nations in exchange for your life. 

Fear not, for I am with you; from the east I will bring back your offspring, from the 

west I will gather you. I will say to the north: Give them up! and to the south: Do 

not hold them! Bring back my sons from afar, 

and my daughters from the ends of the earth: 

All who are called by my name I created for my glory; I formed them, made them. 

The Word of the Lord. 

 
           Isaiah 49, 1-6 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

Hear me, coastlands, listen, distant peoples.  Before birth the LORD called me, 

from my mother’s womb he gave me my name. 

He made my mouth like a sharp-edged sword, concealed me, shielded by his hand.  

He made me a sharpened arrow, in his quiver he hid me. 

He said to me, You are my servant, in you, Israel, I show my glory. 

Though I thought I had toiled in vain, for nothing and for naught spent my 

strength, Yet my right is with the LORD, my recompense is with my God. 

For now the LORD has spoken who formed me as his servant from the womb, 

That Jacob may be brought back to him and Israel gathered to him; I am honored 

in the sight of the LORD, and my God is now my strength! It is too little, he says, 

for you to be my servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and restore the survivors 

of Israel; I will make you a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the 

ends of the earth. 

The Word of the Lord. 
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           Proverbs 4: 10-13, 18a, 20-23, 26-27 
A reading from the Book of Proverbs 

Hear, my son, and receive my words, and the years of your life shall be many.  On 

the way of wisdom I direct you, I lead you on straight paths. 

When you walk, your step will not be impeded, and should you run, you will not 

stumble. Hold fast to instruction, never let it go, keep it, for it is your life. 

But the path of the just is like shining light, that grows in brilliance till perfect day.  

My son, to my words be attentive, to my sayings incline your ear; Let them not slip 

from your sight, keep them within your heart; For they are life to those who find 

them, bringing health to one’s whole being. 

With all vigilance guard your heart, for in it are the sources of life.  Survey the path 

for your feet, and all your ways will be sure.  Turn neither to right nor to left, keep 

your foot far from evil. 

The Word of the Lord. 
 


